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Title: Non-Member Participation Policy and Agreement
Introduction
General
Companies, organization, associations, groups and others that formally join as paying members of X9 agree, by joining, to abide by X9’s Bylaws, Procedures and Policies which include membership requirements.  These requirements include areas related to intellectual property, antitrust, recording of meetings and general code of conduct.  Under specific conditions, X9 allows non-members of X9 to participate in certain activities of X9 such as meetings of a group, subcommittee or committee (“Group”).  These activities are generally not involved in the creation of an American National Standard (“ANS”).  The non-members are typically subject matter experts that provide a unique prospective on a subject but for whatever reason are not able to join as a paying member but their input is considered important to the Group.  Since non-members are not covered under the membership requirements, a participation agreement has been created to cover non-members and is attached at the bottom of this policy.  The purpose of this policy and the non-member participation agreement is not to grant, convey, modify, create or imply the existence of any rights for a non-member of X9 to participation in any Group of X9.  Instead, the purpose is to bring a non-member participant under the governance of X9’s Bylaws, Procedures and Policies.  
Policy
Requirements to Participate in an X9 Group as a Non-Member
Non-members of X9 shall not actively participate in an X9 Group unless they have executed a non-member participation agreement or been granted an exemption by the X9 Executive Director.  A person is considered to be actively participating in an X9 Group if the person attends more than one meeting of the X9 Group, either in person, by WebEx or by phone.  A person may attend a single meeting as either: an observer to determine if they would like to join the Group, or as a presenter invited by X9, without executing a non-member participation agreement.
If a question arises about the necessity of a non-member to execute a non-member participation agreement, the X9 Executive Director shall determine if an executed agreement is required.
Executed Agreements
X9 Staff shall receive and store all executed participation agreements.  The Executive Director shall sign all agreements or may direct an X9 Staff member to sign on behalf of X9. 

Annex A – Non-member Agreement to Participate in X9


*** Left Blank Intentionally ***
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This Participation Agreement (“Agreement”), when signed by an individual or entity (“Participant”) and an authorized employee of the Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc. (“X9”), constitutes a binding contract between X9 and the Participant executing the signature page of this Agreement.  If the Participant is employed by a company, organization, association or entity (“Company”), their signature is binding on the Company and the Participant acknowledged by their signature that they have the authority to sign for the Company. 
Terms and Termination
a) Participation privileges and obligations commence when the Agreement is signed and dated by both parties.  
b) Participation by the Participant in X9 shall be limited to the following X9 group, subcommittee or committee: _________________________________ (“Group”).  
c) The Participant shall not have voting privileges in the Group.  
d) The Participant may receive materials being reviewed by the Group if approved by the chair of the Group.  The Participant shall treat all received materials as company confidential and shall not distribute the received materials unless approved to do so by the chair of the Group.
e) The Participant agrees to abide by X9 Bylaws, Procedures or Policies including those related to antitrust, intellectual property and the code of conduct.
f) Either party to this agreement may terminate the agreement at any time, with or without cause, by notifying the other party in writing.  An email from one party, sent to the email address of record for the other party, shall meet this requirement.  
g) The Agreement will automatically terminate when the Group, listed in section “b” of this agreement, completes or terminates its work or is disbanded.  
Notices
Except as provided herein, any and all communications in regards to this contract shall be delivered by certified letter to X9 at 275 West Street, Suite 107, Annapolis, MD 21401.  Email notices to X9 shall be sent to:  admin@x9.org .
Assignment
Without prior written approval, no portion of this contract may be transferred or sold to any party.
No Warranties
No warranties are given or implied by the Agreement.
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Signatures

____________________________
Participant: Name (Signed)
____________________________
Participant: Name (Printed)
____________________________
Participant: Email (Printed)
____________________________
Participant: Company (Printed)
____________________________
Date Signed


____________________________
X9 Employee: Name (Signed)
____________________________
X9 Employee: Name (Printed)
____________________________
Date Signed



----End of Non X9 Member Participation Agreement---
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